[Imatinib-induced DRESS].
Imatinib (Glivec) is a tyrosine kinase inhibitor used to treat certain cases of leukaemia. We report a case of a drug-induced reaction with eosinophilia and systemic symptoms (DRESS) caused by imatinib. A 77-year-old woman with a chronic myeloid leukaemia was treated with imatinib and allopurinol. Nineteen days after the start of treatment, the patient presented fever with a generalized polymorphous rash associated with oral erosions, facial oedema, diffuse lymphadenopathy and blood hypereosinophilia. Histological analysis of skin biopsy specimens suggested a drug-induced reaction. The outcome was favourable two weeks after discontinuation of treatment. Three months later, imatinib was reintroduced because of progression of the patient's chronic myeloid leukaemia, and recurrence of the skin rash and fever was observed within 12 hours. Allopurinol was stopped definitively because of its more frequent imputability. Imatinib was reintroduced after considering the benefit-risk ratio and in full knowledge of the existence of cutaneous reactions to imatinib, despite there being only one recent report of DRESS following treatment with imatinib. According to the causality criteria of Bégaud et al. regarding imatinib, inherent causality of the drug in our patient was initially possible (I2) and appeared likely (I3) after the rechallenge test. This case clearly illustrates that imatinib is a potential cause of DRESS.